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Harerd Weavters 
Dear Heeger Natl ; 


Yan gendins you this letter in anticipation of a long vepert 


which will @eal in full detail both with the issue discusses he lew 
end with an important related matter which, irrespective of what I 
say below, proves the sane thing. When you recognize the significance 
of what haa been learned, you will understand why I feel tha’ you would 
wish to hear of these researches now in summary, rather than to wait 
and read the Pull account later. Although several matters are involved, 
here I ghall digeuss only the one that is most important. I hope that 
the enceinetness of this version doee not cause you confusion. 
It is absolutely certein-- beyond the least doubt, and secure from 
any contrary explanation, that none of the three cartridge sesares 
which were Pormd 
near the aizth flcor window of the Texas School Book Depository waa 
used in the assassination-~ e of ther. 

You ean see good and informative photos of the cases in Thompson’ s 
3 Sae Dal , pp. 144%. (I rely on Thompsen for his deserip=- — 

40m of the Gases and for his conelusion regerting the significance of 
the dent in the mouth of cartridge case CE 543. f you oconault Thomp~ 
son beyond that, read him with caution, for he gravely misinterprets 
the significance of certain other phenomena. 

Here, briefly, is a description of the three cartridges cases, 
(Since CEs 544 and 545 are similar in all important respects, ! stall 
refer to them as a single cartridge case, CE §44/545): 

(see bette) CE 543 is Gented at the mouth of the cartri Case 
epee 4 Ge 544/545 bears a small dent (like a dimple) on the shoulder 
of the case, 

The dents occurred in the manner deseribed in Exhibite 3 and 4&4 oF 
the attached sheet. This was verified by physical tests with a Mann- 
lieher-Carseny vifle (M-C) and cartridges. In all the tests, dents 
were produced which correspond exactly to the dnets in CEs 642 and 
544/545. The tests confirm beyond doubt that this 4s the menner in 
which the dents occurred. By the way, 1% is not at all unesual for 
rifles of M-C vintage and M-C quelity to produce shoulder disples 
like the one om GE 344/545. Note especially that CE 543 waa thrust 
from the slip inte the chanber as an unbulleted cartridge cese. 

O& 544/545 eonteined a bullet when it was chambered. 

CE £43 (dented ease mouth) eamnot have been fired during the 
assassination partly for the reason that Thompson gives, mt also 
for other-- more important-- reagons whica I shail Giseuss in the full 
report. Presently it is sufficient for you to know merely that when 
a bullet is fired from a cartridge sass, the case mouth i.uvarguey ) 
retaina the round shape of the rifle chamber. This applies “ot nersiy 
to MC cartridge cases, but to all cartridge ceases. 

Let me preface my remarks about CE 544/545 with an explanation. 
When a bulleted cartridge is fired in a rifle chamber, the gasses that 
are released by the burning vropellant powder expand with fiseres 
intensity and preéuce enormous pressurd. Before the bullet leaves 
the barrel (astuelly, even before it leaves the cartridgs casa), 
the fantastically high pressure expands the brasa of the cartrisse 
ease ana sresses it tightly-- very, very tightly-- against the steel 
weet well of the rifle chamber. 

fhe presaure that is produced by the firing of a bulleted 6.5 mm 
Mw garéridge is 37,000 pounds per square ineh. more than encugh-~ 
far, far more than enougi-<- sompletely to remove the dimple en the 

shoulder of cartridge case CE 544/542, In fact, physical tests 
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with a M-G rifle snd cartridges invariably caused shoulder dimples 
to be blasted out and all evidence of them to be completely obliter- 
ated. This is not a phenomenon that is peculiar to the M-l; it 
ecsurs in all rifles whenever they fire bulleted cartridgss with 
gimilarly dimpled cases. It is an inviolate ballistie principle. 

The meaning of this is clear, unequivocal: a bullet was 
fired Prom CE 544/545, The evidence is unassailable; it is no 
possible for shoulder dimples to survive the shooting of a bulleted 
cartridge. The cartridge case mugt assume the shape of the chamber. 
There are equally unessailable reasons for asserting that Gi 543 alse 
never fired a bullet; I shall discuss them in the full report. In 
211 three instances, the bullets were manually removed fron the 
cartridge cases before their primers were blasted by the firing pin 
of the M-C rifle, 

I? you bother to read the testimony bearing on the nierescopis 
examination of the cartridge cases, do not be led to believe that 
any of it negates what I have desorlbed to you. In fact, 1% fully 
sorroborates what I have said. This, too, 1 shall discuss later, 

The gonclusgion that the cases were not used in the assassination 
does not rest entirely on the existence of dents on the cases; i% is 
possible to prove the same thing with equal validity by another 
means, But the existence of the dents is an importent aspect of 
the evidence, and it is absolutely unessailable by contrary argument 
of any kind-~ and the evidence cannot now be destroyed or doctored; 
it is all im, and it is all solid. 3 

I want you to know at least that much now. Later I shall tell 
you in explicit detail whet happened to these cases before the 
assassination occurred. There is a good deal to say; every mark 
on the eartridgs cases is a voice, and together they whisper a true 
and explicit story that cennot be Pefuted. 

I am satiefied, too, that FBI firearms expert Robert 4, Frazier 
knew all this from the very beginning of his activity in the investi¢-~- 
eae even while Ogwald was alive. Frazier kmew first, and Frazier 
knew osk « 

Aishoueh there is other important evidence ikaim which bears on 
what I have told you, evidence whieh by itself ia conclusive, the 
dents alone absolutely free tiexmmckertigweeemem the three sartriige 
oases from consideration as part of the shooting paraphenaliaz, 

By powerful. implication-= indeed, by undeniable implicatison-- this 
eyidence also frees the M-C rifle from consideraticn as cue of the 
marier weapons, and Oswald himself from consideration as one of the 
assassins. Even if it was not previously clear to everybody that 
Oswald was never more than an innocent patsy, the evidence of the 
cartridge cases clearly indicates that the only useful function 
whieh the rifle served was to implicate Uswald in e« orime that he 
did not commit, a erime that he cannot have connitted. 


Stay well. 
Bde Romahsn 
Richard Bernabdei 
A bya) > Dept. of Classics 
ok ( Queen"s University 
{~ aA ) , Kingston, Ontario 
| / foe Canada 
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oe LASSE EPRI BL EE SE, SE A Te he SA Mees | ST 
a OMENCLATURE (AMMUNITION) peunee ianutis® Gute 2) 
| ad BULLET \ “BASE | SHOULDER 
I 
HOW THE CASE SHOULDERS WERE ExuleiT *) 


DENTED (CEs 544 and 545) 


As the bolt thrusts the bulleted oartridz: 
forward. the nose of the bullet strikes'% 
PaMp. e cartridge tilts, and the dolt 
eontinues ite forward thrust on the tilte: 
eartridge. The shoulder of the case strik=: 
the ramp an Gented. The bolt thrusts 
the varisidee inte the chamber, and 

glosses ever it. 











CEXHIBIT # ) 





HOW THE CASE MOUTH WAS 
DENTED (CE 543) 


As the bolt thrusts the undulleted car- 
tridge ease forward out of the clip, the 
mouth of the case strikes the ramp and 

is donted. Continuing its forward motion. 
the bolt thrusts the unbulleted case 

intc the chamber, 





